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Autumn is such a wonderful season both in nature and in the church.  

The temperature has cooled so the sanctuary is no longer as hot as… well… you know.  October is the 

month that routines are reestablished and people fully return from summer schedules attending Sunday 

worship regularly.  We are gifted with nature in its incredible beauty and everything pumpkin spice.  This 

fall season we are celebrating our Festival of Giving – Living Generously.  It will be a time to think of who 

has taught us to be generous and how we continue to live generously.  Thanksgiving and generosity fit 

naturally together as we give live in God’s abundance.  

I started attending church when I was confirmed at 13 years old at St. Luke’s Cathedral in Sault Ste. 

Marie.  As a teenager I would attend the very early 8:00 am Sunday service.  I was on the schedule to be 

a server and twice a month I woke early to light the candles and assist the priest.  On these mornings my 

mother would give me an envelope, #294, which I would place in the offering.  I’m not even sure if I fully 

understood what was in the envelope, but it was the beginning of learning my own practice of giving.  

The Sailing Club was another place I learned about the importance of giving.  All the members of the club 

were expected to contribute a certain number of working hours to the club.  My father was frequently 

giving of his time organizing launch, haul out and helping to maintain the clubhouse beyond the expected 

shifts.  Frequently, at the dock he would spend hours helping another boater solve a problem with their 

rigging or engine.  Through this example I learned that generosity was about the gift of self.  

Living generously was taught to me by my parents who joyfully and freely gave their time and money to 

the church and community.  As my discipleship deepened I discovered my own personal joy of giving.  It 

simply feels good to live generously.  It is freeing and an active way to demonstrate my trust in God’s 

goodness.  

Giving has become part of my routine.  My hope is that you will remember your own giving story as you 

read the “Why I Give” stories in this newsletter.  I am very grateful to those who have shared their 

inspiring stories.  Living Generously opens us to the way of Jesus and fills our hearts with abundance.  

May all of us live with thankful and generous hearts.  

Blessings, Rev. Jane  

THANKSGIVING 

REFLECTION 
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By Rev. Jane Capstick 



 

GRASSY NARROWS 
By Karen Orlandi 

I spent hours trying to learn to say the name 

of the place where I was staying in 

Anishinaabemowin, the language of the 

people who live there. It is 

Asubpeeschoseewegong, and even now, as I 

hear it come off my Anglo lips, it sounds 

completely unlike any language I know. It is 

so soft and gentle that you could mistake it 

for the rustling of the wind in the leaves of 

the birch trees, or the soft waves rolling in 

and out over the sandy beach of the lake.  

At Anicinabe Park in Kenora, our delegation 

from Christian Peacemakers met with Cathy 

Binesikwe Lindsay, who took us down to the 

Lake of the Woods where we prayed for the 

Water (Nibi). Water, a symbol of our Christian 

faith, the sustainer of life itself, is under 

attack and on many First Nations 

Communities is contaminated and unpotable. 

Cathy’s voice is strong and commanding 

mirroring her passion, but the language itself 

gently weaves around us and into my heart, 

subtle and caressing.  

We arrived at Grassy Narrows the day after 

the Minister of Indigenous Affairs, Seamus 

O’Regan and his delegation were there to get 

an agreement signed by the Band Chief for 

the Mercury Home. It is to be a home where 

band members suffering from mercury 

poisoning can go when they can no longer 

take care of themselves. We spoke with Jason 

Kejick, one of the band councillors who 

shared with us how the government 

representatives conducted themselves while 

there the previous day. It was a 

disappointment to say the least, and Jason 

too, brought up the difference in our 

languages. 
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GRASSY NARROWS CONTINUED 

Residential schools forbid the use of the 

Anishinabemowin language and their 

successors, the day schools also oppressed 

this beautiful, moving language, with 

devastating effects on the lives of the people. 

Now, the people of Grassy Narrows want the 

technical language taken out of the contract 

because the Mercury Home is really about 

the people who will live there and die there. 

The use of language means something, and 

reveals so much about our motives. 

It was at this time 

too, I noticed that 

the Indigenous 

names for places 

always reflect the 

land and its 

attributes. 

Kamloops 

(Tkemlups in Shuswap) means meeting of the 

waters, in this case the Fraser and the 

Thompson rivers. Notice that the rivers are 

both named after people – white men. 

Toronto (Tkaronto in Mohawk) means 

“where the trees are standing in the water.” 

Regina and Victoria are both named for 

Queens, and Hamilton is named for George 

Hamilton. The people of the land lift up the 

land; we settlers lift up ourselves. 

Jason said the “use of European language is 

harsh and controlling.” I had never thought of 

English as being harsh. I sing in a choir whose 

repertoire is in multiple languages, and I think 

most choral singers would agree that English 

is difficult, along with a few others. Our 

consonants are harsh and sometimes 

explosive, and our diphthongs elongated.  

Many of the Anishinaabe people may no 

longer speak Anishinaabemowin fluently, but 

the concepts which form the foundation 

remain. English builds on colonial concepts, 

and when used as a weapon of oppression it 

assaults the ear, and in the people’s case, 

their spirits as well. 

Anishinaablemowin is a beautiful language, 

and I pray that it will continue to grow 

through programs in the schools in First 

Nations Communities, in friendship centres 

and other Inigenous initiatives.   I wish I could 

understand the soft whisper of 

Anishinaabemowin, but nevertheless I am 

able to feel it gently touch my ear. It feels like 

a cherished grandmother’s touch, like a 

butterfly’s wing, like the voice of Mother 

Earth herself.  

chi’miigwetch (thank-you) 
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Silver Spire 

Youth and Young Adults 

August 11 – 14, 2020 

University of  Calgary 

Calgary, AB 

Pack your bags and get ready to live a once (or maybe twice, or maybe three times) in a lifetime 

experience.  Rendez-vous is coming to Calgary in 2020! 

Rendez-vous brings together youth (entering grade 9 and up to any age), young adults, and 

their leaders from across the country for a celebration of vibrant music, inspiring speakers, and 

dancing like there is no tomorrow.  

We anticipate sending a group of 20 youth, young adults and some leaders to this amazing 

event in August 2020.  Fundraising began with last spring’s Trivia Night, and continues with the 

book table at coffee hour (thanks Tom and Fran!).  Keep your eye out for more youth 

fundraising for Rendez-vous 2020.   



 

A FESTIVAL OF GIVING 
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Living Generously - Why I Give 

The theme at Silver Spire for the five weeks beginning October 6th is “Festival of Giving – Living 

Generously”.  A culture of generosity is built on a foundation of gratitude.  In a culture of gratitude, we 

thank God for the blessings in our lives.  Each week we will celebrate one of the areas of ministry of 

Silver Spire United Church and what it means to each of us.  We will hear from some members of the 

congregation as they share “Why I Give” stories.  You will hear how we are called to serve - in our 

worship and through the various ministries of Silver Spire.  We will consider what Silver Spire means to 

each of us and which ministries are important to our families.  We will also consider how our gifts of 

time, talent and treasure make a difference at Silver Spire.  We hope this will be a rich opportunity for 

each of you to reflect on the blessings of your life, and how you could live out your own response. 

The Festival of Giving will conclude with a luncheon on November 3rd where we will celebrate together 

the generosity of our Silver Spire community.  Everyone is welcome to join us for this celebration.  

In this issue of “On the Road” we are sharing some “Why I Give” stories that you will not hear during 

our regular worship services.  We are blessed to be a blessing! 

Sixty-one years ago in December, The Imperial Optical Company, Prince 

Albert, Sask. transferred Duncan to St. Catharines.  We found an 

apartment on Eastchester Avenue.  We didn't have a car so Duncan 

walked to work to their office on James Street.  One morning Cliff Boyd, a 

neighbor picked Duncan up and drove him to work.  As they passed St. 

Paul Street United Church, Cliff said that was his family's church and he 

asked Duncan what church we attended.  When he heard United Church 

he asked if we would like a ride to St. Paul United on Sunday.  That was 

our first Sunday there and shortly after we joined the church and have 

been members since 1959.  Rev. Forsey was the minister and told us his 

first charge was Shell Lake, Sask., a small village just outside of Prince 

Albert.  It felt like home to us. 

Cliff, Lois and daughters Lori and Lisa lived not far away and we cannot 

begin to tell you how wonderful they were to us over the years.  They 

were certainly God's gift to our family. 

We feel we have been truly blessed and are happy to share what we can 

through our givings to the Church, Mission and Service fund, and our 

community charities to further their good works. 

Our health now does not allow us to attend church regularly but we so appreciate having the services 

streamed each Sunday.  This is why we give. 

Beth and Duncan Tolley 

WHY I GIVE 



 

I’ve been attending Silver Spire United Church for over a 

year and a half. Within my first few visits I was already 

getting the sense that this was a church for me. Several 

members of Silver Spire identified my partner David and 

me as visitors to the church, warmly greeted us and 

introduced themselves. Over the next few weeks we 

met more people before the service, while chatting over 

coffee after the service and were invited to peoples’ 

homes for more sharing and discussions. Roots were 

beginning to grow. Over time we continued to learn that 

we were entirely welcome and encouraged to journey in 

our Christian walk, without “glass ceilings”, openly as a 

same sex couple. This is a source of much joy and tranquility for David and me and endorses 

our flourishing. I believe it’s a natural human desire to belong and have community. It’s 

difficult to explain the feelings I had when the congregational vote to proceed with the Affirm 

United designation was unanimous. Up until this moment, this was only a dream of mine. The 

love of God was truly being demonstrated towards us as Jesus tried to teach. I was home. 

My story so far is merely a short list of the gifts I’ve received at Silver Spire. I have more 

gratitude for this church community than I know how to express. I feel so blessed to have 

found this community in my own neighbourhood. 

One of my great sources of joy is having opportunities to give back to this church, to local, 

national and international efforts to support those in need. Giving back can take many, many 

forms . . . not just giving money. For me, being a member of a vibrant community means 

giving back too. By giving back I can use my gifts to support others through committee work, 

participating in the Sunday service and to walk the Bear Clan Patrol. By doing this my sense of 

purpose grows and my spirit is fed by helping others. Each week I see in the Order of Service 

the many active ministries in our church – I hesitate to list them for fear of leaving one out. 

Engaging in providing service to those in need or simply attending and participating in a 

ministry are wonderful ways of giving back. I think it’s also important to understand that there 

are expenses in running such an active church and that my financial offerings are important 

too. 

I invite everyone to give, serve and receive the many gifts of community at Silver Spire United 

Church. This is why I give. 
  7 
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It had been more than 25 years since I had attended 

church when I had a chance encounter with Rev. Bill 

Thomas at a reception after a funeral.  He was sitting 

opposite the last available seat in the room. 

Conversation with the man in the clerical collar was 

unavoidable, and it turned out to be transformative.  

I was intrigued when he spoke with such passion 

about social justice, and of a church that reached out 

to the marginalized people in the city’s core. His 

words resonated with my long held values in two 

careers working with disadvantaged students, and 

later with victims of Brain Injury.  When it was time 

to leave I jokingly asked if his church had room for a 

confirmed heathen, and he replied that at Silver Spire 

there was room for everyone. The following Sunday, 

my wife’s surprise was only matched by my own 

when I announced that I was going to church.   

I can’t remember what the sermon was about but I 

do remember that it was a Communion Service and 

the invitation to participate was totally inclusive, 

completely unconditional.  To qualify to participate 

you just had to be.  That spoke so loudly to me of the 

value that I believe to be inherent in every human 

being.  Finally, I remember that one of the hymns at 

that service was Amazing Grace, one of my all time 

favourites.  Whether it was the inclusivity or Amazing 

Grace, I was tempted to return the following Sunday 

and the Sunday after that and so on.  And on all of 

these Sundays I met wonderful people who 

welcomed me warmly.  I heard sermons that were 

challenging.  I don’t mean that they were difficult to 

understand.  They somehow challenged me to be a 

better person. Sundays became increasingly special 

and increasingly joyful. 

Later Mondays became special too, because on 

Mondays I had the privilege of waiting tables at the 

Out of the Cold suppers.  I say privilege because to 

make our guests smile or feel special, if only for a 

moment, gives me meaning. 

A little over a year ago, Reverend Jane offered a 

series of workshops that would lead to membership 

and I hesitantly participated.  The information was 

good, the fellowship wonderful, but in the end I 

declined to join because I still struggle to reconcile 

the concept of a loving God with all the pain and 

horror that exists in the world.  Sitting in my 

Comfortable Pew, it’s easy to believe in a 

compassionate God who loves me and watches over 

me, but then I remember the Rohinga refugees in 

Mynamar, the children sheltering from bombs in 

Yemen, our guests at the Out of the Cold dinners etc., 

and my belief in that God is stretched beyond limits.   

I don’t like the term Non–Member, or even adherent.  

Rev. Jane has characterized me as a “Doubter and a 

Seeker”.  I am comfortable with that, but I would also 

like to think of myself as a participant in the life of 

Silver Spire.  So I will continue to find a place in the 

fellowship of the community that is this church.  I will 

continue to enjoy the uplifting music, and to be 

inspired to be a better me by the messages of the 

sermons.  Oh yes, and I will continue to give and 

consider the cost to be an investment and a bargain.  

This is why I give. 

John Kumpf 

WHY I GIVE 



 

WHY I GIVE By Frank Pascuzzo 

The reason or reasons why I give are multi-fold, kind of like an Irish kilt. 

There are many reasons. 

I give not only by myself, but as a family with my wife Kathy, and our son 

Cory. We have given on PAR for as long as I have been with the church.  

I give to support all the programs that our church offers from Morning 

Prayer, to Out of the Cold and all other programs that help those in need. 

The best reason I can think of why I give is probably a bit selfish on my 

part, in that giving makes me feel good.  If I feel good, I can also do good.  

I like to volunteer for things at the church when I can, whether that be at 

the bazaar, the parade or baking for events like the trivia night. 

My giving helps to sustain our church, and that is why I give. 

When my husband and I moved from Montreal in 1990, I was 

looking for a church.  It seemed I was always looking for the 

right church.  I tried many churches in those thirty years of 

searching.  I stayed a while in a church but then I felt that 

familiar longing for the right church for me.  That right fit. 

Barb Nesbitt said to me one day, “Why don’t you try my 

church?”  At the time I was travelling to Niagara-on-the Lake.  I 

agreed, thinking my experience would be much the same as in 

the past. 

It wasn’t!  I walked in and felt immediately at home.  Friendly 

people introduced themselves.  There were lots of smiles as we 

greeted one another.  I heard the bells which announced the 

beginning of the service.  I longed for a church that would be 

involved in the community, especially helping the homeless.  

For the first time, a while ago, I went outside to join the people 

who were having breakfast on the lawn before the service began.  I was sitting with a person who I 

had just met and another woman joined us.   She said she needed a safe place to spend the night.  

The last place was a crack house.  I spoke with the caretaker who went and got our student minister, 

Karen, and the problem was taken care of immediately.  This is a church I want - one that helps 

everyone in need. 

The service, the choir and the participation of the congregation was touching.  I felt close to Christ.  

For me, it is important to support the many ministries at Silver Spire, especially the Outreach ministry 

that helps those in need.  It is also important to have a safe, welcoming place where I can spend time 

with Christ.  That is why I give. 
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Boyce Family 

REFLECTIONS ON A LIFE OF GIVING 

Recently our family has had a time of reflection 

on our faith as a family because of the loss of our 

father, Richard. 

Richard came to know God as a young boy when 

he lived on farm in Vineland when he was a ward 

of children’s aid.  He would attend church in the 

village of Campden with this family.  This was his 

introduction to his faith.  One of the lessons he 

learned here was a belief that one of God’s gifts 

to us was that God would always provide for us 

throughout our entire life, including things like 

the loss of job or the loss of a loved one. 

As much as he believed that God would give to 

us, he believed that it was important to give back 

to God.  Giving back to God meant many things 

to him but giving to others to help with their 

faith journey was probably the most important.  

During his life, he tried to live out this belief.  

With him, things such as giving a bunch of 

flowers to brighten someone’s spirit, giving 

words of encouragement to someone so they 

could carry on in their faith, teaching a Sunday 

School class so young people could start on their 

own faith journey, or having a discussion about a 

sermon to challenge someone to think more 

about their faith were just a few examples of his 

giving to others in God’s name. 

After his passing, his brother Wallace sent a 

letter to our family.  To quote the letter, his 

brother wrote, “It is somewhat difficult to sum 

up a person’s life.  What can we say of Richard?  

He had four children and each were raised with a 

belief in close family ties, which he secured with 

a very large measure of success.  Each of them 

believed in contributing to our world given the 

talents they had.  And perhaps best of all he 

introduced them to God, it was his greatest 

achievement”. 

So, giving can take many forms whether it be 

financial, an investment of time, items that can 

be used to further the work of the church, all of 

which he thought were vital.  However, he 

believed the most important thing was sharing 

our belief in God and how that can make for a 

life well lived in faith.  He believed that gift of 

sharing of our faith is a gift that will sustain us in 

this life and carry us to our eternal home when 

this worldly life is over.  He instilled in each of us 

the importance of 

sharing our time, 

talent and 

treasures.  That is 

why we give. 
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LIVING GENEROUSLY 
Thoughts from the Chair  

of the Worship Team 

What can I do? 

What can I bring? 

What can I say? 

What can I sing? 

Each week in Sunday worship we sing these four simple questions as our offerings are brought forward.  

These questions are both simple and provocative.  I have noticed as we sing them there is often a shift in 

energy within the congregation.  A spirit of joy and celebration fills the sanctuary.  We rejoice in our giving.  

Not only do we sing with joy, we offer our prayers, bring our love and do our share, as it says in the second 

verse.  All this is done in response to a generous God who has richly blessed us. 

There is a wonderful image of God’s generosity and our response in A Song of Faith, the contemporary 

Statement of Faith, which seeks to provide a verbal picture of what the United Church understands its faith 

to be in this 21st century.   

God is creative and self-giving, 

generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe. 

Nothing exists that does not find its source in God. 

Our first response to God’s providence is gratitude. 

We sing thanksgiving. (A Song of Faith) 

In worship we give thanks for the gifts of God; we explore the pages of scripture and engage in theological 

reflection on God’s giving and our response; we offer to God our time, our talent, and our money to make a 

difference in our community and in our world.  We are committed to living generously.  There are countless 

occasions where we can let generosity define our actions. 

 

With the guidance and expertise of our ministers and music directors, the Worship Team works to provide 

inspiring and challenging worship experiences where our many gifts and skills, including prayer leadership, 

greeting, reading scripture, vocal and instrumental music, are celebrated.  We also work with the Arts Team 

which helps us to incorporate more of the arts - painting, poetry, pottery - into our worship.   

 

I conclude with one last question for us to ponder: 

What can we do with the life that God has given us? 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/song-faith


 

Thank you to the many volunteers who devoted their time, 

talents, food donations and financial support to Le Café 2019.  It 

was another successful season with no rain, some humidity and 

wonderful sunshine.  Both our neighbourhood friends and 

church attendees enjoyed this wonderful outreach on the front 

lawn of Silver Spire United Church.  As a leader, it is so 

wonderful to see people sitting at a table, mingling with friends 

and church members, doing a puzzle and enjoying a quiet and 

safe place.  Many lingered for a long time.  A plea for more help, 

especially at clean up, was answered by many, even some new 

volunteers. 

Will there be a Le Café 2020?  That will be up to many of you!  

LE CAFÉ 2019 

  12 

All Saints Supper Church 

Friday, November 1st 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Join us for an evening of giving thanks 

through crafts, activities, games and 

worship.  Bring your favourite dish for 

our potluck dinner.  Please sign up after 

church or by calling the church office.  

Festival of Giving 

Thank You Lunch 

November 3rd after church 

Silver Spire thanks you for supporting  

our ministry and mission.  
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SEW ‘N’ SEWS 

As Sew ‘n’ Sews completes its final year, we look back on some great memories from this well-loved 

group.  On the next few pages, past instructors share some of the highlights of their time in the 

program. 



 

Fran Inglis:  Sew 'n' Sews was a venture started because kids (and adults) no longer have a place to 

learn basic sewing skills.  Sewing can become a lifelong hobby which gives great joy and satisfaction to 

both the sewer and the recipient.  Those of us who have sewn for a long time already knew this, but 

watching that look appear on the student's faces was a joy in itself.  It was a heart warming 

experience! 

Earleene Wyatt:  I was taught to sew as a young child by my grandmother and sewed many of my 

own clothes while growing up.  I became a sewing teacher of Home Ec. until it was taken out of the 

curriculum.  I was most impressed with many of our students who were able to take a standard pattern 

and create something wonderful for themselves or members of their families. 

Mary Kowalchuk:  Being a part of Sew 'n' Sews was a most rewarding experience.  It was great to 

share the sewing skills to eager learners and witness their pride in completed projects.  Seeing 

friendships grow and students catching the “sewing bug” was great.  Since school sewing programs are 

mostly eliminated, it was great to see the next generations carrying on a useful life skill.  Having sewers 

sew for Silver Bells Bazaar was a great way of teaching giving back, and sewers seeing the balcony 

corner display of their handiwork. 

Joan Schwenker: I started sewing as a child learning from my mom and as a teen in 4H clubs. Once 

my sons were born I took many sewing classes at Niagara College.  Sew 'n' Sews has given me the 

chance to renew my passion for sewing and to pass my love for sewing onto the many children and 

adults who have come to learn. 

Joan Hartley: When I volunteered to help out with Sew 'n' Sews, I wondered if I had the expertise to 

communicate my sewing skills to our students.  After 50 years of using a sewing machine to make 

clothing, curtains and other sundry items, I knew I had the knowledge but wondered, could I inspire 

our students.  The students were there to learn so I joined the group.  I was so thrilled when one of my 

first students modelled her first dress.  She learned how to read a pattern, lay out the fabric on the 

pattern, cut it out and finally sew it together.  She was so thrilled and so was I.  I have enjoyed teaching 

the girls and boys how to place pins correctly on patterns, to modelling their finished product.  I am 

grateful I could use my sewing skills to help these young people and some adults who wished to learn 

to sew. It was a wonderful journey for me and I will miss it. 

A FAREWELL REFLECTION FROM SEW 'N' SEWS  
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Antje Wirth: It was quite a revelation to see the interest kids had in learning to sew! And not just the 

kids but sometimes their mothers too.  It was a privilege to be a part of the volunteer team for a short 

time and to learn some new skills too!   

Susan Carter: My formal training was in high school and what I learned along the way.  Sew 'n' sews 

gave me confidence and knowledge to tackle new projects with the guidance of the experienced 

leaders.  It was also an opportunity to mentor young people. 

Willie Pattison:  I am glad to have participated in this program, to have enabled those who are 

somewhat interested in clothing construction to gain some sewing basics.  When young people want 

to enter the world of fashion, they will need those basic skills, which my granddaughter is just finding 

out. 

Muriel Mackenzie: I was very impressed with Blanche's wonderful sewing talents and how she 

teaches the sewers with such patience.  The happy expressions on their faces when they proudly hold 

up their projects is a reward for all of the volunteer helpers. 

Jane Sissmore (from Transfiguration church): I got to know about Sew 'n' Sews when I was looking 

for a learning activity for a teenager from a refugee family we were sponsoring at our church. This 

family knew nothing of the life in the western world.  My refugee teenager had never touched a 

sewing machine, let alone sewing, pins, needles and tape measures. With the gentle teaching at Sew 

'n' Sews, Eh Blut Mu Soe blossomed.  She took to sewing so easily even though she had minuscule 

knowledge of the English language.  The teachers and volunteers were so good and helpful to all the 

girls (and boys) with their various problems and varied capabilities. Personally I very much enjoyed 

helping the children as they created their garments, backpacks and Christmas crafts.  I only wish I had 

more time to spend helping at Sew 'n' Sews. 

Blanche Boyle:  I believe the reflection I submitted in the last edition of On the Road, spoke clearly of 

my teaching experience and what it meant to me.  I would add a note about the three young mothers I 

recently had and still have the privilege of working with, they have given me a meaningful ending to 

my time with Sew 'n' Sews.   

Our sincerest thank-you to all who have supported Sew 'n' Sews - at Sewing camps, monetary 

donations, machines, fabric, sewing supplies and in so many other ways for the past six years.         



 

Members:  Liz Roulston, Paul Pattison, Rev. David Reid, Sandy 

MacPherson, Scott Holmes, John Empringham 

1. Replaced the damaged flooring in Narthex with vinyl tile. 

2. Replaced carpet outside ministers’ offices. 

3. LED lights placed in all lights in sanctuary except the spots 

(availability) 

4. Worked with the Trustees and the owners of the adjacent Lincoln 

Building to improve the appearance of the east side of the church.  We have provided some 

property by rental to increase their parking and they have worked with us to clean up and regrade 

the area to help prevent flooding problems. 

5. Steam cleaned carpets in the church in advance of the fall business. 

6. Continued to maintain our gardens. 

We continue to work hard for you, but we need your help.  Volunteers are needed for gardens, and 

periodic work parties.  We also continue to look for new Property team members.  Talk to any of the 

team members, or leave your name with the church office. 

PROPERTY—YEAR IN REVIEW 
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ST. GEORGE’S BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

The St. George’s Breakfast Program is in its 23rd year.  A team from this church has served from the beginning.  

Numbers gradually climbed until three years ago.  60 clients was a large turn out.  Last winter the numbers 

increased to 90-110.  Many came from the Out of the Cold program, and in the last two summers people 

came from the Out of the Heat program as well. 

Our team, made up of 9 volunteers (and some new help this year) both from Silver Spire as well as other 

churches, serves on the third Thursday of each month from 7:30-8:30 am.  The menu includes coffee, tea, 

porridge, cereal, juice, and toast with jam, butter, and cheese whiz. 

As far as fundraising, St. George’s church takes charge of this.  Jam is donated by E D Smith and cereal by Post 

Cereals.  Our church donates both cereal and peanut butter.  The Outreach Committee sends money once a 

year. 

Getting up early (6:45) to be at St. George’s is not always easy, especially in the winter.  Somehow every team 

has been able to fulfill its obligations.  We may grit our teeth at times, but we always smile. 

By Libby Gollert 
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Silver Spire is the best 

contributor of the used 

postage stamp collection for 

the Bible Society, which are 

then sold to stamp collectors 

for $4.00 a pound.  The 

money raised is used to 

support people with 

leprosy.  The stamp 

collectors ask that we leave 

at least a quarter inch 

around the stamp.  There is 

a container for the stamps 

by the phone across from 

the church office.   

 

Also, there is another 

container for the tabs from 

pop cans – these are for the 

Multiple Sclerosis Society to 

be used toward wheel 

chairs.  Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

  Soiled items placed in a recyclable bin contaminate all in that bin. 
  Stretchy plastic table cloths are recyclable. 
  Used stretch wraps are not recyclable. 
  Stretch wraps for packaging are recyclable but the cardboard 

included must be separated. 
  Coffee pods are not recyclable (even if claimed). 
  Lids from take away coffee cups are recyclable but the cup is not. 
  Containers with liquid should be emptied and cleaned, if not, 

results in incorrect sorting. 
  Aerosol cans must be completely empty before placing in Blue 

Bin. 
 This information and more is readily available - Niagara Region 

Recycling Web Site under: SORTING YOUR RECYCLING MATTERS 
 
 P.S.  We ask you and to remind to your friends to bring reusable 
shopping bags to our November 9th Bazaar. 
             
Please take time to check out The Craft Area on the balcony where 
there will be many choices of bags to choose from: gift; shopping; 
cooler & lunch which are insulated. 
 

By Blanche Boyle 
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OUT OF THE COLD NEWS 

FOR THE 2019-2020 SEASON 

We are happy to report that OOTC is so very close to one location for overnight shelter.  OOTC will 

rent space from Westminster United Church every night.  Only a very few nights through the year 

will move to an alternate location when Westminster needs the space for important events.  This is 

a huge improvement for the persons who have no other place to spend the night in the cold 

months. 

 

The meal program will continue as last year with Monday night suppers at Silver Spire.  The season 

will be extended by two weeks starting November 1 and ending in mid-April.  Silver Spire will serve 

24 meals over the season, and welcomes new volunteers to the team!  
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A message from Susan Venditti at Start Me Up Niagara:  

 

An opportunity to offer 2 hours, 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Out of the Cold Shelter 

to socialize with overnight guests, share coffee & chat, play cribbage or cards 

to help guests settle in. Choose your evening, get a couple of friends to make a 

team once a week or maybe every other week. Ada at Out of the Cold will be 

making up the schedule to begin November 1st. More info coming in the next 

month. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 



 
www.silverspire.ca 

Silver Spire United Church 
366 St. Paul Street 
St. Catharines, ON   
L2R 3N2 
 

Phone: 905-682-8328 

E-mail: office@silverspire.ca 

Ministers   Rev. Jane Capstick & 

    Karen Orlandi 

 

Music Ministers  Tom & Fran Inglis 

 

Office Administrator  Nicole St. Pierre 

 

Custodians   Jim Sauvé & Scott Holmes 

O u r  V a l u e s  
We strive to be . . . 
  
Christ-Centred - We live out the teachings of Jesus Christ, embodying compassion through listening 
and responding to others. 
Reverent - We treat the earth and all creation as sacred gifts of God. 
Welcoming - We are intentional about being invitational, building relationships and community. 
Open and Accepting - We affirm diversity by including and celebrating people of every age, race, 
belief, culture, ability, income level, family configuration, gender, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation in life and ministry.  Full participation of everyone is included in all aspects of the life and 
work of our ministry.   
Committed to Learning - We inspire, explore and grow together in our faith. 
Truth Seeking and Truth Telling – We seek reconciliation with those historically harmed through 
their relationship with the church. 
Good Stewards - We give to God of our time, talents and treasures and use them wisely in service 
of our community and the world. 
 

www.silverspire.ca 

Silver Spire Social Club 

We are going to try to start a Social Club 

at Silver Spire for people that would like 

company to go to the theatre, movies, 

dinner, etc.  This would not only be for 

Silver Spire members, but friends as 

well.  If interested, please contact Nancy 

Lamontagne at 905-935-0582 

(nan1@cogeco.ca) or Barbara Schwenker 

at 905-227-5036 

(b.schwenker@sympatico.ca). 

BADMINTON GROUP 

Daytime badminton begins again on Wed. Oct. 

16.  The group meets Monday and Friday 9 to 11 

am and Wednesday 11 to 1 pm.  All are 

welcome, all ages and skill levels – try us out! 


