
 

In This Issue: 

Ministers’ Reflections..…………….…2 

In Memoriam….……………………….4 

Worship………....……………...……...5 

ON    HE ROAD 
Learning, Living, Loving, Affirming ◊ News and Stories 

Summer 2021 

 

Graduates…...........……………........6 

Outreach………...………………...…..8 

Arts……….....…………………...…...10 

Pilgrims Sue Empringham, Rev. Jane Capstick, Carol Bell, Kathy Reid, Rev. 
David Reid, Riley Scott, Shirley Scott and Dorothy Franklin converge via Zoom 
to exclaim about the Pentecost Crowd (they looked drunk!).  

Our livestream link can be found on our webpage:  www.silverspire.ca 



 

I feel like I’m holding my breath.  I’m waiting.  In a world when time 

no longer makes sense I am waiting.  Like many of you I am waiting 

for my second shot of the vaccine.  I’m still waiting to see friends.  

I’m waiting for life to return to normal which is what I’ve started to 

call the Before Time.  During the Before Time I went to pottery, ate 

lunch with friends, and watched movies and ate popcorn in a 

packed movie theatre.  In the Before Time I did not back away from people or follow directional 

arrows on the floor of the grocery store.  It’s almost hard to remember when life seemed so casual.  

A time when we shook hands and saw people’s faces.  Most of all I want my congregation back in 

the pews.  I miss experiencing worship together in the same place.  To be surrounded by the faithful 

feeling and experiencing scripture and music opening us up to the Holy Spirit.   

As many of us receive our second vaccine and our community COVID numbers continue to decrease 

we feel a great deal of hope.  Soon we may be living in the New Normal.  This is not a return to the 

Before Time but something new.  While I cannot see into the future I trust that the New Normal will 

have us appreciating one another more deeply.  We have been lonely and learned the value of our 

faith community. Celebrations will be so much sweeter.  As we add things back into our lives how 

will we choose what to prioritize?  What things brought us life and joy?  How shall we live? 

May we take this in-between time of waiting as an opportunity to discern what our New Normal 

may be.  What have been the gifts of this strange pandemic time?  Some of us will rush forward 

ready to resume life as it was in the Before Time.  Some of us will step gently as we try to reconnect 

with our lives.  My hope is that we experience this New Normal as a time of resurrection and new 

life.  After being held inside the tombs of our own homes may we emerge into a new way of being.  

It’s going to take some time for me to find my New Normal.  I look forward in hope to seeing what 

God will do with our lives and church as we move into this resurrected life.     

Blessings to you during this summer of transition.  May God guide your steps as you reconnect to 

your own life and to Silver Spire.  

   

Blessings, Rev. Jane 
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REFLECTION  By Rev. Jane Capstick 



 

 REFLECTION  By Rev. Karen Orlandi 

It’s been a long pandemic, not that I’ve been through a pandemic 

before, but this has seemed interminable. It’s also happened at a 

time when folks are in a strange place. I am old enough to 

remember people I knew who wore braces from childhood polio, 

and other children who got mumps and measles. Vaccinations were 

seen as miracles which could eliminate diseases from our society. 

Today we are so skeptical, perhaps rightly so, and folks see 

conspiracies everywhere. I confess ‘anti-vaxxers’ are a complete 

quandary to me. I see the speed with which scientists have managed to come up with vaccines to 

be nothing less than a miracle: God using us to help one another. 

The pandemic has brought so much sorrow and pain, and yet we have learned so much about 

ourselves and our society. We have seen issues brought to the forefront and the kindness of folks 

reaching out to one another. We’ve seen how isolation has been so detrimental to folks and the 

magic that a phone call can be. I think more than anything, we’ve learned that we need one 

another, and we need to treasure those relationships. 

As we all inch closer to our second vaccinations, we are looking forward to cautiously venturing 

outside back into community. Slowly we begin to speculate what our summer might look like. 

Slowly we begin to reach out once again to our families, our friends and our church community. 

Slowly, we are beginning to envision our world, changed, but recognizable in the faces we have 

been missing for so long. 

That’s what church is. Folks often believe that a spiritual path can be navigated alone, and they 

are absolutely correct. But what church offers is company on the journey. It offers direction, 

commentary, opinions and a place for support as well as challenges and dialogue. It’s God using 

us to help one another. When we journey in solitude, we learn about ourselves, and I think that 

is important, but it needs to lead to something, something beneficial to our community. I think 

that’s what church does for us. Together we learn, together we change ourselves and our 

community. Together we built God’s kin-dom, right here, right now. 

We are never alone, we live in God’s world. 

Blessings. 

Rev. Karen Orlandi (she/her) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families who have 

lost loved ones over the past few months. 

Marie MacPherson 

March 3, 2021 

Gordon Immel 

March 23, 2021 

Russell Plumley 

March 30, 2021 

Jack Harper 

May 8, 2021 
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The Back to Church Team is excited to announce we will be open for in-person worship beginning 

August 8th.  This gives us ample time to organize our volunteers and avoid the worst of the 

summer heat.  We can't wait to see you back in the pews but recognize not everyone will be ready 

to come back in person.  We will continue to offer worship via livestream.  When you do come in 

person you will need to wear a 3-layer mask.  If you don't have one of the stylish blue masks we will 

provide one.  These masks are proven to be more effective against COVID.  Our Back to Church 

team will be meeting at the end of July and will share updates about the other requirements per 

Public Health.  

BACK TO CHURCH 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 
The Worship committee has been meeting once 

per month on Zoom, and are getting pretty 

comfortable with connecting that way now!  

During this pandemic time, we have been 

monitoring the livestreaming and YouTube 

services, and are so grateful for Larry Schwenker 

and his team, who have so ably provided the 

expertise to make these happen so seamlessly.  

Little do folks know how many unselfish hours 

Larry has put into the equipment maintenance, 

training of more volunteers, and extra services 

we have provided for special events.  Thanks to 

this we have been able to hold weddings, 

celebrations of life, and other public events such 

as the Drag Queen Story hour (viewed by over 

150 people!) 

We have been blessed by the work of Alyce 

Sutherland, who has for years silently arranged 

for our weekly readers, giving church members a 

way of contributing, and worship observers a 

chance to see our people involved in the 

services.  Kathy Lowndes has done the awesome 

job of arranging for volunteers for Prayers for 

the People as well.  Rev. Jane and Rev. Karen 

have consistently created lively, interesting and 

relevant services to keep us all connected, and to 

include via videos and other means many 

congregation members in these services. 

We are so thrilled to hear that our church has 

hired Lynne Honsberger as our music ministry 

leader as of September 2021.  She has a lovely 

history in our building, having taken her first 

organ lessons there as a child, and will bring a 

fresh and very experienced presence to us right 

at a time we might be open!  We cannot express 

enough gratitude to David Hall, who has served 

us in music ministry far longer than he had 

bargained for, and with grace, joy, and 

wonderful leadership from Sunday to Sunday, 

arranging for singers each week and providing 

capable and beautiful music integrated into the 

services. 

We are an active, fun committee, and would love 

to have others join us as we travel into the time 

after this shut down with hope and excitement 

at all we can be and bring to our church family 

and the community in worship! 

-Sue Empringham 
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SILVER SPIRE GRADUATES 

Join us in congratulating the accomplishments of all of Silver Spire’s graduates this year! 

RIAN CARTER 

Graduating Grade 8 from 

Prince Philip School, 

going to Governor Simcoe High School 

NIA GWYNETH HUGHES  

MSc in Bioinformatics,  

University of Guelph  

FFION EIRWEN HUGHES 

BA (Hons) in History,  

McGill University 

RILEY WAITE 

Graduating Grade 8  DSBN Academy, 

Continuing at DSBN Academy Grade 9 
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NOAH READ 

Graduating Grade 8 from 

Oakridge Elementary, 

going to Sir Winston Churchill 

ELLA READ 

Graduating Grade 12 at Sir Winston 

Going to University of Western Ontario 

CLARA GRETSINGER 

Graduating Grade 8 at Central French 

Immersion Public School, going to Grimsby 

Secondary School 

PAULA ENGSTROM 

Graduating with an MFA from York 

University 

ISAAK SIEMENS 

Graduating from Grade 12, from 

Sir Winston Churchill High School  



 

Thank you to all our hardworking 

gardeners for keeping Silver Spire 

beautiful! 
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OUTREACH UPDATE 
As many of you know, this pandemic has hit folks in poverty and living on the streets harder than many 

of us. Access to regular places to be, to seek shelter, washroom facilities, food and water have been 

affected. Silver Spire has been able to open its doors even further. As a congregation you have 

welcomed people from the streets and provided them with food, shelter, hygiene facilities and dignity. 

The programs operating currently include the community kitchen, the Bear Clan Patrol, the Drop-In, 

the Shower Program and food delivery.  Let’s take a look at the numbers: 

 Meals served per week:  approx. 300 

 Unique Volunteers per month: over 70 community & church folk! 

 Folks accessing the drop in:  approx. 60-70 per day 

 Showers:    over 50 per week 

 Employees:    4 part-time 

 Student:    1 full-time 

 Community Partners:   12 

What an amazing ability to bring people together. The vibrancy and atmosphere in the drop-in and 

with the kitchen folks are amazing. People comment on it all the time and how it is bringing people 

together for the good of our entire community. It is 

quite spectacular to see, and we are unique in our ability 

to be able to offer the space and the support to operate 

these programs.  

Thank you to all who support these ministries by 

offering your time, your talent and your treasures. Silver 

Spire is making a difference in our community.  
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Hi everyone, the shower renovation project team wanted to give you an 

update on the progress. We are on the brink of awarding our contract. We 

will be doubling our capacity and adding in desperately needed laundry 

facilities. Here are the numbers as of June 11th, 2021 is as follows: 

Total Project Cost:   $213,500 

Proposed Extension Council Loan: $106,800 

United Way Grant:   $29,355    

Silver Spire Congregation:  $13,350 

Community Donations:  $15,066 

Funds still to raise:   $48,929 

The construction is scheduled to begin on September 7th and to be completed by the end of October. 

During that time, we are hoping to relocate the shower program to the City Arena on Gale Crescent and 

are currently in talks with the city to continue to provide services to folks who need them. During the 

time of construction, we will not be able to use the door which we currently use for the shower 

program, the one which leads onto the stairways in the eastern block of the church underneath the 

Willow Arts Community.  

The fundraising committee for the shower program is launching a fundraising campaign which will 

include e-blasts, letters, social media, newspapers and radio spots. Please support us, by sharing 

information with folks you know and directing them to our website. Donations can be made by cheque 

to the church, or e-transfer directly to finance@silverspire.ca.  

SHOWER PROJECT UPDATE 

Silver Spire has been nominated for a 2021 

Regional Chair’s Niagara Impact Award!  Our 

name was submitted by a member of the 

community who believes that we deserve to 

be recognized for having gone “above and 

beyond” in helping to make living in Niagara 

better for others during the past year.  

NOMINATION 
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ARTS TEAM NEWS 
The Arts Team at Silver Spire has continued to meet monthly and to develop events and programs 

even within the restrictions of the COVID world. As co-chairs, Susan Reichheld and myself and with the 

help of our other dedicated team members (Janice Slade, Chris Haynes, Cathy Sisler, Shauna MacLeod 

and Rev. Karen Orlandi) have striven to keep things moving artistically and in fulfilling the mandate of 

the church as a truly creative and welcoming downtown church community.  

Perhaps the most significant piece of recent Arts’ news is the 

partnership the church has entered into with The Willow Community. 

We enthusiastically welcome Shauna MacLeod and the members of The 

Willow Community to the Silver Spire space, as they continue to offer 

professional arts classes to folks in St. Catharines with lived experience 

of mental illness and addiction. These classes will be initiated in 

September at various spaces in the church building which are presently 

being converted into studios. This is an exciting and creative community 

partnership. If you would like to learn more, and you missed Rev. Karen’s interview with Shauna during 

our June 13th Sunday service, you can check it out in the recording of that service on our website. 

As the world opens up over the upcoming weeks and months, stay tuned for news of other future arts’ 

projects which include: 

 Ontario Culture Days and local Culture Builds Community: 

Silver Spire has applied for grants offering community 

activities in the fall, in both drama and the visual arts for 

these worthwhile programs. 

The Affirm Committee is working with members of the Arts 

Team to develop a fresh and inviting look for the front of our 

church. They hope to make this accessible both for those who 

walk by on St. Paul and as an online invitation to all. 

We are currently piloting a weekly Readers’ Theatre activity on Zoom to include both the Silver Spire 

congregation and for members of The Willow Community. This would be a free activity where 

participants will get an opportunity to read aloud from selected stories, plays and poems on various 

themes. No rehearsals or previous experience is required. Just a chance to share in the joy of collective 

reading. Folks will also be able to participate simply as listeners if they choose to do so. Registration 

will take place in the fall and details will be shared through a church announcement and in a future 

newsletter. 

Stay save everyone and stay creative! 

John Sweeney/ Susan Reichheld: Co-Chairs, Silver Spire Arts Team 2021-22. 
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We are delighted to welcome Lynne Honsberger to Silver Spire, starting 

on September 1.  

During her long musical career, Lynne has accompanied choral 

ensembles in Toronto, Guelph, Hamilton, Kitchener, and Western New 

York and appeared as a soloist with orchestras in Toronto, Oakville, 

Mississauga, Buffalo, and Niagara.  Lynne was the accompanist for 

Chorus Niagara for more than 25 years, retiring from that position in 

2017.  Lynne was also the accompanist for Chorus Niagara Children’s 

Choir, Choralis Camerata Chamber Choir, and the Director of Music at St. Andrew’s United Church in 

Niagara Falls.  Lynne was the Music Director and Conductor for Chorus Niagara’s successful first music 

performance for children ‘All Aboard’ in the Concert Hall in the Performing Arts Centre. 

Lynne is the mother of two children and Nana to two grandchildren.  Her passion for her family is 

equalled by her passion for fishing and trying to catch the elusive “big one” from her happy place in 

Buckhorn, Ontario. 

NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Congratulations to our office administrator 

Nicole, on her May 28th marriage to Brody 

Smith.  We wish her and Brody a wonderful 

future together.  

 

Jim continues to do property maintenance 

throughout the summer. 

 

Rev. Karen has taken holidays from 

June 16 to July 2, and will be busy this 

summer with our drop-in and 

community kitchen programs. 

 

Rev. Jane will be taking holidays from 

   July 5 to August 3. 

STAFF UPDATE 



 
www.silverspire.ca 

Silver Spire United Church 
366 St. Paul Street 
St. Catharines, ON   
L2R 3N2 
 

Phone: 905-682-8328 

E-mail: office@silverspire.ca 

Ministers   Rev. Jane Capstick & 

    Rev. Karen Orlandi 

 

Music Minister  David Hall 

 

Office Administrator  Nicole Smith 

 

Custodian   Jim Sauvé  

O u r  V i s i o n  
As a downtown St. Catharines church, we will participate in the creation and growth of a healthy and 
vibrant community as we seek justice and live in kindness in the world.  
 
O u r  M i s s i o n  
As an inviting and welcoming community, centered in Christ, we work with individuals and partners to 
transform lives.  
 
O u r  V a l u e s  
We strive to be . . . 
  
Christ-Centred - We live out the teachings of Jesus Christ, embodying compassion through listening 
and responding to others. 
Reverent - We treat the earth and all creation as sacred gifts of God. 
Welcoming - We are intentional about being invitational, building relationships and community. 
Open and Accepting - We affirm diversity by including and celebrating people of every age, race, 
belief, culture, ability, income level, family configuration, gender, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation in life and ministry.  Full participation of everyone is included in all aspects of the life and 
work of our ministry.   
Committed to Learning - We inspire, explore and grow together in our faith. 
Truth Seeking and Truth Telling – We seek reconciliation with those historically harmed through 
their relationship with the church. 
Good Stewards - We give to God of our time, talents and treasures and use them wisely in service 
of our community and the world. 
 

www.silverspire.ca 

   Worship at Cave Springs Camp 

   Sunday, September 19th, 2021 

It is time for our semi annual trip to Cave Springs.  We are 

changing things up this year and doing a Sunday day trip to 

camp.  Plan to attend worship and a DIY picnic at Cave Springs 

Camp.  We will sit by the Niagara Escarpment and give praise to 

our Creator God.  After lunch there will be activities planned.   

Please Bring:   a lawn chair, sunscreen, hat, water and a picnic lunch for you and your family.   


