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By Rev. Jane Capstick 

Advent is a wonderful, chaotic and joyful time of year.  It is the season of waiting and expectation.  We 

move through the season by lighting candles awaiting the miracle of Jesus’ birth.  Together we sing 

our favourite carols and spend more time gathering with family and friends.  Houses are decorated 

with coloured lights and we do our best to choose thoughtful gifts for the people we love.  It is a 

season of hope, peace, joy and love that anchors our faith and lifts our spirits. 

However, some years I wish there was a button that says, “Xmas Pass”, which would allow us to take a 

year off all the holiday joy.  People would see our button and simple not bother us with questions 

about our Christmas preparations.  Some years we don’t have the energy for Christmas and other 

years our hearts may be grieving.  These are the years we would be given permission to skip the 

decorations, the shopping, gift giving and just be still.  In our stillness the light of Christ would tend to 

our hearts and we would know God loves us.     We do not have to show up for Christmas for Jesus’ to 

be born again into our lives.  Into our doubts and fears God comes, born to us in unexpected ways.  

My mother’s stroke in mid November means that our Christmas will be quite different. There will still 

be a tree cut down and decorated, cookies bakes and presents bought.  Our family will still be 

together but will include the hospital. Truthfully there have been years I would have happily worn an 

“Xmas Pass” button but this year I’m needing the twinkling lights and promise of hope.  Over the past 

few weeks I have experienced such kindness and generosity that my heart may burst.  As we move 

into this festive season I pray that you will experience the presence of Christ.  May light be found in 

your stillness and business, in your grief and joy.  May we know that God’s light is coming into our 

lives with the promise of Emmanuel, God is with us. 

Yours in peace, Rev. Jane 



 

A MESSAGE FROM 

KAREN ORLANDI 
Advent is a time of waiting, for the light of hope, peace, love and joy to 

be reignited in us all. It is a time when the church is in a whirlwind of 

activity, and I look with anticipation for the rest that comes with 

Epiphany. But the inspiration of advent, that realignment of my spirit is 

integral to me, to many of us. It’s a re-dedication to those Christian 

ideals of hope, peace, love and joy, embodied in a defenseless infant, 

the Christ-child.  

I’m glad they chose December 25th to celebrate Christmas, and I’m 

glad I live in the Northern Hemisphere. As the days get dark earlier, 

and the nights get colder, our neighbourhood is less hospitable. When 

I see all the people that are without - proper clothing, food, shelter… I 

desperately need hope. When I see the battles that people are facing 

with mental illness and addictions, I pray for peace of mind. When I 

see the news reminding me of the oppression that still exists in our city 

and province, I need to be reminded of love. When I hear the sorrow 

of those who are alone, lonely in the face of loss, I long for joy. 

Advent is a reminder that the new year is upon us, and these are its 

foundations; Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. Even though they may still be 

in their infancy, they may be nurtured to grow throughout the coming 

year. The Christ child reminds me that great things have beginnings, 

and this season is filled with new 

beginnings. It is my calling to 

nurture them into being. 

May the Christ child remind us all of 

our role in nurturing creation in our 

own unique ways. 

Blessings, 

Karen Orlandi 
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Advent 1 ~ Hope 

December 1st 

Communion Service 

Advent 2 ~ Peace 

December 8th 

 

Advent 3 ~ Joy 

December 15th 

Choir Christmas Cantata 

Season of Wonders—Joseph Martin 

Advent 4 ~ Love 

December 22nd 

First Nativity Christmas Pageant 

Christmas Eve 

7:00 pm, December 24th 

Candlelight and Communion 

Worship for All Ages 



 

All ages are invited to Advent 
Supper Church on December 6th, 

5:00 - 7:00 pm.  There will be crafts, 
games and activities for all ages, 
and you are invited to bring your 

favourite potluck dish.   

Please sign up after church or by 
calling the church office.  

SUPPER CHURCH 
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EPIPHANY 
BREAKFAST 

CHURCH 

Sunday, January 5th.   

 

Worship begins at 9:30 am 

Silver Spire’s tradition of 

celebrating Epiphany, 

with breakfast, and 

 the arrival of the Magi.   

UCW ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS TURKEY 

DINNER 

Wednesday, December 4th 

Doors open at 5:30, dinner at 6 pm.   

 

Catered by Antipasto's.  

Entertainment and door prizes!   

Tickets available after worship, $25 each. 
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SILVER BELLS BAZAAR 2019 

"A BAZAAR on STEROIDS!" 

One of Karen Orlandi 's friends mentioned this comment to her about our Silver Bells Bazaar held on 

November 9th!  Thanks to all of you for transforming our church into a wonderful place to experience.  Our 

United Church women worked hard to organize and prepare the venue but you, the congregation, made it 

happen! 

At 10 am the doors opened after long lineups outside both doors with people eagerly awaiting our 

wonderful array of items.  

We were blessed with people who rushed upstairs to our garage sale filled with clean, sorted and priced 

articles from your homes.  Jewellery, books, KidZone, Christmas, household 

goods, and tools, all well organized. 

We also had people who couldn't wait to get to the bake table and deli area 

where we sold our delicious meat pies and baking, and hundreds of jars of 

preserves made by our wonderful congregation...all beautifully displayed.  

We also had people who just wanted to meet with family and have a delicious 

lunch in our festive lunch room downstairs.  You could sit for a cup of tea and 

piece of pie, or enjoy three different choices for lunch which included unlimited 

refreshments and dessert, gluten free choices and no tip! 

On the balcony level, our guests could shop for handmade items, knitted, 

crocheted, quilted or sewn.  We also displayed beautifully made Christmas 

wreaths and garlands, small Christmas trees, eco-friendly bags, and bird 

houses handcrafted by people in our congregation.  The Hearth Room was 

turned into a boutique filled with treasures of fine china, crystal, Royal 

Doultons, and a good selection of shiny silverplate serving dishes. 

Silver Spire was filled with a warm cozy atmosphere.  We have many volunteers the day of our bazaar 

including students, who earned volunteer hours for school, family, friends, grandkids and their friends. 

Financially, approximately $13,000 was raised!  All of the money is 

used to help the ministries of Silver Spire and UCW projects!  

Thanks to our talented people for their support, it takes a 

congregation! 

 

Joyfully submitted by Kathy Cuddy & Susan Carter 



 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT FUNDRAISING FOR RENDEZVOUS  

Rendezvous is a gathering of youth, young adults and their leaders from across the country. In 2020 we are 

heading to Calgary, August 11-14 to be a part of this inspiring and faith filled event.  

 

Silent Auction for Rendezvous 

The Auction will be open for bidding for three days in January! 

Thursday, January 16th  5 - 8 pm  

Friday, January 17th 12 - 4 pm  

Saturday, January 18th 4 - 7 pm  

We are collecting items for our silent auction in January. If you have a 

new or almost new item please drop it off at the church.  Any items 

we cannot use in the silent auction will be saved for the Trivia Night.   

 

 

 

Pasta Dinner  

5 pm - 7pm, Saturday January 18th  

Meat and Vegetarian Options 

$15/adult , $5/child and $40/family 
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Silver Spire United Church 
366 St. Paul Street 
St. Catharines, ON   
L2R 3N2 
 

Phone: 905-682-8328 

E-mail: office@silverspire.ca 

Ministers   Rev Jane Capstick 
 

    Karen Orlandi 
 

Music Ministers  Tom & Fran Inglis 
 

Office Administrator  Nicole St. Pierre 
 

Custodians   Jim Sauvé & Scott Holmes 

O u r  V a l u e s  
We strive to be . . . 
  
Christ-Centred - We live out the teachings of Jesus Christ, embodying compassion through listening 
and responding to others. 

Reverent - We treat the earth and all creation as sacred gifts of God. 

Welcoming - We are intentional about being invitational, building relationships and community. 

Open and Accepting - We affirm diversity by including and celebrating people of every age, race, 
belief, culture, ability, income level, family configuration, gender, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation in life and ministry.  Full participation of everyone is included in all aspects of the life and 
work of our ministry.   

Committed to Learning - We inspire, explore and grow together in our faith. 

Truth Seeking and Truth Telling – We seek reconciliation with those historically harmed through 
their relationship with the church. 

Good Stewards - We give to God of our time, talents and treasures and use them wisely in service 
of our community and the world. 

www.silverspire.ca 

 

Tyler Hore is pictured here making muffins for the 

school lunch programs.  Tyler is a part of Niagara 

Nutritional Partners, and along with Danielle Callahan 

bakes many muffins in Silver Spire's kitchen once a 

month on a Sunday following our coffee hour.  

Outreach is happy to welcome them and support their 

efforts for the school lunch program. 

 

MUFFINS AT SILVER SPIRE 


